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The diffusability of a culture complex depends on its validity. A
culture complex having the maximum objective validity has maxi-
mum diffiisibility; another having a maximum of subjective validity
will have minimum diffusibility. In other words, the greater the
objective validity, the greater the diffusibility; the greater the
subjective validity the less the diffusibility. Valid truth is one; valid
opinions several; valid tastes are innumerable. Science is one and,
superstitions many.

The rate of diffusion depends on the facilities, physical and
other, for diffusion. A culture-trait may have maximum of objective
validity, like safety matches, but physical barriers like mountains,
oceans and deserts, or legal barriers, may prevent its universal
diffusion. But if these barriers are overcome, they diffuse. The
Negro in the Southern States of the U.S.A. can vote, if not pre-
vented.

Another factor that influences diffusibility is utility of the culture-
trait or complex. Those which meet the fundamental physical and
biological wants will have the widest diffusion, while those which
satisfy aesthetic tastes will have limited circulation. Biological needs
are few in number, and each is universal in demand; aesthetic tastes
are many in number, and each is limited in appeal.

Another factor that accounts for differential diffusion is the lag
in time. Since every culture trait is created by an individual and has
to diffuse from him to others there is always a culture lag. Some
individuals will acquire it earlier than others. Different culture-
traits have different rates of radiation, and the culture lags will,
therefore, vary from trait to trait.

There is no single centre for the creation of all culture-traits;
different traits were and ate created at different places at different
times, and each is diffusing at different speeds. It is like the radio
programmes in the air on any day. From a large number of stations
all die world over individual speakers or singers are creating talks
and songs; the individuals' voices are carried over the world, criss-
crossing the voices proceeding from other places and from^otfeer
individuals; and all those who have suitable receiving sets can bear
any station they choose. Each voice has at any moment a circle erf